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No. 490] NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2024/ BHADRA 8, 1946
AT HATAT
(TTHATX A=)

T feeett, 30 3Ted, 2024

qr.#1.[. 530 (37).—Fa1 T TR TEAT AT=aT 2023 (2023 FT 44) FT &7 56 FHT ITLATT
(2) F @ (x) & AT I5q g7 26 FET T AHAT A TART Fd gv xaar (Rea awa [fe)
A7w,2024 T IT€T 9 F TEAE FAT g, ST ARG AR, GAR WA, TEAT &9,
11,174,365 (31) A 4 AT, 2024 T FRA & TSI, ST, A6 2, G 3, 37 @< (i), TF 4
TATE, 2024 F ATEAAT FET SFd ATAIH hl g7 56 FT 3T &TT (1) FRT TAT ATATTETE TR
TR o7, e 3 a1 sataaat & S sarfad g &t ST off, 39 aria | RrEeT SFq stesg=-r %
TSI AT ITAAT ST T ITAsd FT2 T2 o, 9 Gt $it srafe i qarfeq § 9@, safcqat i g4
EIEIECREAURI DR

T 3FT TSI T TTAAT ST T 4 [ATs, 2024 FT ITAeel FT &F TS o,

T SFq IT=T AT % HEg H AT F qTeq A cq Al AT AT I hex 1 d L G [@AE
[ERIRIE S

5572 G1/2024 )
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A

A, Fral T TLHIY, THATT ATATH, 2024, (2023 FT 44) T =T 56 T ITLTT (2) F G

(X) AT 95T 91T 26 FIT Tacq ATFaal &7 TN Fd g0 ST AT o =49, 1951 & [,
523 3T 527 = ATIFHAT § IT aATAT 6 [HaATT SATEHRIT Fd gU [oleg, UH ATAHAT 6 g9 a1 747 2 AT
FA T AT R 1T 8§ U saer F qurfea fir arie aF 39 et F srehie Perme sgeernst
faem S ordt & FeArel T91a o o1, Awforfaa R aardt g, saia-

1. Gferg A 3 W= (1) = i 1 wfere am = (RiSes e [fEr s yome) fe,

2024 7
(2) T TSI

H I THTI AT T &l T9d g

2. oo .- (1) =7 Rt &, 5T 9 6 g2st F srvgerm sruferg 7 2n-

(%)
(@)

()

(=)

(®)

)
(%)

“srferfarm” & gra=me srfarfam, 2023 (2023 71 44) i &;

‘s | BfSes 9 [fa & s & o s § AfSg=ET R ST a9 g
A RfSee wra ffer #1 wermas sfsmm 2;

“FC | qemEe Y Bfoee area fta F ww av sfds satraaasat & = Rfes s
fafer = IgedT T ITH FTA F IL9T | JTSTATAT 3T THRATSATAT Rl FFATieaa e o forg forar
AT FfATeHE FT AT &;

“FIA T AT ITH FTeh /IS AT FATSA T GG AT FTAT T [AoUTed & {70 FTATeaa=har
FT T FHLA T TR TORAT AT 2;

“RTfSres warea [t & =o sttt it e 24 &t ITemT (1) & o1efi= worfua e awa
fafer st 2;

"HIATFAIAERAT | UH S(<h (STeeh qT2 T 7 s THATCT 63T g ATHIT §; 3T

"I | AfATAEE Y 9T 25 F AT G (F) ¥ (F) H IfeAtaa w2 A1 Av a4t 329w

EIREC

(2) I er=al ¥ TRl F, ST TEH T 8 i afvarfa /gt 8, g =w srfarfRe & afvarfoa 8, o s
2, ST srfarfaaw & 2

3. v fr afveat st Fri—(1) RS g [7fa F szox v vg #9 F waew ¥ oo

sorTeeh 9w 7 % Sufe=w (1) § 7o BfAfdse et o 37 9 SAReAT 8 sraad S wed @ Tiear

F AT

a7 3q A & 37 A (2) ¥ 7o fAfRfEse st i sk F areag 7 sateaaasareit

T FAT FT
(2) TerTeF o uTe Aeferferd orfxeat siw 1 g -

()

aaet ua ot afgd arel 9T i TERATY, SreEd & IR, qTAaT qiHee dT UHT

AT o TAALOT § FATTATARAT 6 AAT % [0 FeAThe ATAES A=d HeAT|

FATTAATRATAL % TAT 6 (U ATAEA ATHIAT Hled AT IART T T FA & (0 qrrar
ATAeT 3 ThaT A= #;

FTATATTFATAN o6 HATYT FLIC FLAT;
Tl T ey Far qur Rfeea g [ & satagasar w1 [ty @taaia s
AATT & AT T AT F ATHT HLTEIAT, HLIEIH, g T AT FHTIaTel F ATeTH

T FATeaTTHdT & g faaret &1 e FArT;

ToReT 9T Ter AT srfsraReont gfga et werm e & d1eq9 o faieaa=1ahal geT o
T T it AT, gearishe 3T T FAT




[¢TRT [I—=vE 3(i)] T T TSI © T 3

(B)  FEATEIARAT GRT G910 T@ ST TIT T /0 S aTed IT=91 digd Tehare eie
srfwerat & fafAfee w,

() Tl ST g i A, B, SEEr ye@aw, geamate g e, q9er,
AT, AT, et T AR oY Jaed & YA F qErHeardT, SaATghe AT
THTE Afgd FIHFT T 7 F2aT,

@) Rfea awa [t 7 fBafa Rfet & [t afftaar 7 g&@feg feag vg oF BFREs
FLAT;

() e area [fa & sgew 1 i % o araere sreraer AT,

(8)  FEATEIARATS ST T RAGTEHl F FAT0 TG Fdd, HUah, RAIted ofie At &
g a1 & forw v Rised Tée a9 T, i

(@)  Fr e g Rfed area (e  3Ted i1 I F F TAST | "/ A are
I T HLATI

(3) erTee = =T % qATeq TTEA & o0 AT ST & GqFd qi=a il GiaFq qvgq ofed smaer
FTXT el TR o Tl ST TR &l AT0T T Thal gl

4, Rfsres v [fa & Rarwer- (1) sitaf@ag e (25) F sefi= 7o AR e g
ffer % SReAt 7 9T F F IS F ThET e g fr wrattead w7 F o RfSes aa Ay
Fratragawaren & fRfores area [ o e sem BT sToem

(2) RfSes wwa [fd & srefiw it wwrg & wiaera & = & [fe &1 3uam, S oo #§
ATEAAT FIT TTEF AATe F:am, dAfafaay i any (25) F @2 (@) F adi= FHAEy 297 #1 9
XA o foru foRaT S

(3) =t e gRSETet F forw Rfves wwa [fr ¥ yea B fi T gomEes g
AT & LT 9T AT ol ST qhelt g, Torad Qo1 faaaryor, sfifers o, gg-Edmr, s
ST eTH, ST OSi 9T g, T8q Sral & |ITHd Jal gl

(4) RfSea AT [ a9 % 0T & F7 |41 I aHgl 99 Atgara, et e i
ATAF i ATHISE & T FASE A0 6 o Feliad TEa 997 I8\ #3390 @6 i
gt T [Rfer Suersyr FruIm)

(5) FATFaIHRATA T w0 § AR siqrett siw ot & swem 97 Afdmt S & Sruaf

5. RfSres Wi e & srefie ST s TRASETE #t 5 F & forg aee —weomas Rfvea

e AT o SRFT F1 AT FLA T TS T SR S g & A F oo R amest
¥ ¥ UF A7 At a7 f{=e w0 -
(F) AIETEA AT T qATA Algd FLEATE HATHA T ST 37T ATAT F FH TAT I AT,
TIET T TRT &= § TLHEAT AT %0l TR o (o0 aedeh gEaE= ST,
(T) ATAT F FH HAT ITH JTHIOT, TLET 3T A &= § HiETed T Aieae qars dqed
TLEAT FATA 6 T & 70 ZHEA Fea= F7 goid,
(3T) STTEAT T FH AT T ATHIOT, TIET AT AL &3 | ST TET T qEEATE TR oht
ST,
(FT) STEAT | FH AT TTH ATHIV, T AT Mg &A1 § I9q TLAATT HaATsl a Tgd T
FIAT AT LT ATHT;
(F) STTEAT T FF AT YTH AT, TTET AT Tg<T &1 H LEATE HATA il AgA17ar § 1Y
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(F) AR, ATHIT A7 FHE, Fa6T 7 Taeeft FRIRrer @G &Y 993 ditas 99al &
FTAATARTUT Tl FETAT & o AT 21 STgT Y 9= g7 [=arma deaiey #7 g9,

(B) ATETEIT ATHHIHLOT (HRMET § AL SAULATA 3T Ik ATTDHLOT Al T FeA % [0
T AT T FAR e 3T T 3T,

(ST) FTHATT & § TEAT T TTATIET FEAT;
(31) TLEATT SHI-TOITAT o AFar fAHTor s e % forw forearfasy, sreens qemi, -

AT ST AR & A= qTAHA a7,
(3T) TTEATT HATSAT % ATHTH | AT o [0 T T 01 HIeg T GIOTT FIAT AT TS et 1301
FT AT AT,

(z) TTEAR &= § fewre; oiw gha et #r agmET 4T, i

(3) ACHAAT T % o7 EATT AT, TLEATT ATHT AT FAHTE, FelealT 3 THAT
HFAETHAAT AT FT T g U T 1o il I T I o Suerser w27

() ATATTH F IL9AT T T FIA & (o1 TTHF G ATITRA UH 7T AT e

6. R wa [ ¥ srefiw =T TEIR Feas 1 ATATHO- THATX Teas Sl T,
HoTed, vavars 11 e ¥ o ffea g [{fa 7 [{fa o F#29 aen # f Fategasat o
FIEATT e &l GTAT HUT 3T ITAH FIUAT AT TH EATL Aedsh Hl ITAN Fileh ST A TLEATT
TATY T&TT AT ST W1 ¢ ag TTeaeft e T Rt Sawmea 3 YT it SITosft & ST Temees gy a9 -
I 9T T Q9T 7 AqEr At FTAT 2R

7. FETagERdr it F@9 AT — (1) RfSes g [fa & sgeat &1y 39 % v & forg
FATAATHATAN  FAT T THAT - & LA M

qILO-F

#.9. | AT % e 99

—

| TTAT F FHH AT TTH ATHIO, TLET 3T ML &A1 § TEAR qATell a6 TgA i< | At
TR & FETAT & & (o0 AT SaTsl Al J@r@r ad7 ST SAaT q9dT HLAT | ThohaT
e qomel TuT FATgERT dgraar |t ATt gl ECEE]

2| FqEYTE IRASET T qEee, Fe-Acauy, SAgrEdr Sadd [aard ST | sraEd
FTOMSARI & T SITw gt 9 HIHT T T@d g0 376 ATeqH & 9% 3fiT Il | FRT 93
TS TLEAT NIATRITRAT AT ITATT T HAT3H 6 TTEET T g F7 F@rar <47 7
IHT THAT FIATI

FrediFor =8 ATy % v & o “sireed g 999 § qahA il TXHIeT & e uT, iBa &
STEATE IT ST ol 7T 6 ATeAT | T A ieaa=amdl & 99 i TehaT ST 2l

(2  Su-FEH (1) 7 siqtase el 919 & gId gy, ST, fofed &7 § &7 o0 ST aret o
F forg, et farery afRafaat i @atfaa w3 & oo, RiSes awa [ % sgeat &1 o agm &
TRATSATSN 3T ThiH o AT % {70 AT g7 S aaqahdi &1 999 FC G gl

[T, . ST/ E1/2024-1/g78=e stterf=ae 2023-7H]
Tdg FAR T, < qi=a
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MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION
(Department of Telecommunication)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 30th August, 2024.

G.S.R. 530 (E).— Whereas a draft of the Telecommunications (Digital Bharat Nidhi) Rules, 2024, which the Central
Government proposes to make in exercise of the powers conferred by section 26 read with clause (x) of sub-section (2)
of section 56 of the Telecommunications Act, 2024 (44 of 2023), was published as required by sub-section (1) of the
section 56 of the said Act vide notification of the Government of India in the Ministry of Communication, Department
of Telecommunication number G.S.R. 365(E), dated the 4" July, 2024, in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II,
section 3, sub-section (i), dated the 4™ July, 2024, inviting objections and suggestions from the persons likely to be
affected thereby, before the expiry of the period of thirty days from the date on which the copies of the Official Gazette
containing the said notification were made available to the public;

And whereas copies of the said Official Gazette were made available to the public on the 4" July, 2024;

And whereas the objections and suggestions received from the public in respect of the said draft rules have been
duly considered by the Central Government;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 26 read with clause (x) of sub-section (2) of
section 56 of the Telecommunications Act, 2024 (44 of 2023), and in supersession of rules 523 and 527 of the Indian
Telegraph Rules, 1951, except as respects things done or omitted to be done before such supersession and without
overriding the terms and conditions of existing arrangements under those rules till the date of expiry of such
arrangements, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely:—

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) These rules may be called the Telecommunications
(Administration of Digital Bharat Nidhi) Rules, 2024.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions. — (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) “Act” means the Telecommunications Act, 2023 (44 of 2023);

(b) “Administrator” means the Administrator of the Digital Bharat Nidhi appointed by the Central
Government, by notification in Official Gazette, for the administration of the Digital Bharat Nidhi;

(c) “agreement” means a contractual agreement made between the Administrator and one or more
Implementers, to implement schemes and projects for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the Digital
Bharat Nidhi;

(d) “bidding” means the process of selecting an Implementer for procurement of goods or services or
execution of works, by calling for bids;

(e) " Digital Bharat Nidhi" means the Digital Bharat Nidhi established under sub-section (1) of section
24 of the Act;

(f) “Implementer™ means any person with whom the Administrator has entered into an agreement; and

(g) “objective" means any or all of the objectives mentioned in the clauses (a) to (d) of section 25 of the
Act.

(2) Words and expressions used in these rules and not defined herein but defined in the Act shall have the
meanings assigned to them in the Act.

3. Powers and functions of Administrator.— (1) The Administrator shall select Implementers through the
process of bidding or inviting applications from eligible persons as specified in sub-rule (1) of rule 7, or through
the process of nomination as specified in sub-rule (2) of the said rule, for the purpose of achieving the objectives of
Digital Bharat Nidhi.
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(2) The Administrator shall have the following powers and functions, namely:—

(a) to formulate the procedure for bidding including its terms and conditions, format of application,
eligibility criteria and evaluation criteria for selection of Implementers pursuant to such bidding;

(b) to formulate the procedure for inviting and evaluating applications for selection of Implementers;
(c) to enter into agreement with Implementers;
(d) to settle claims and disburse funds from the Digital Bharat Nidhi to Implementers;

(e) to settle disputes with Implementers through mediation, arbitration, conciliation or judicial
proceeding, as may be provided for in the agreement;

(f) to monitor, evaluate or verify the work done by Implementers through any competent body including
any third-party agencies;

(g) to specify procedures and records, along with formats, to be maintained and furnished by
Implementers;

(h) to engage persons including consultants, advisors or an entity for the purpose of planning,
formulation, contract management, midterm review, verification, monitoring, financing, evaluation, impact
assessment and management of schemes and projects;

(i) to specify the terms and conditions relating to the assets created from the funds disbursed from the
Digital Bharat Nidhi;

(j) to undertake pilot study, pursuant to achieving the objectives of the Digital Bharat Nidhi;

(k) to create a digital portal to enable Implementers and other stakeholders to provide services, facilitate
interaction, reporting and monitoring of schemes and projects; and

() to perform such other functions as may be assigned by the Central Government for the purposes of
achieving the objectives of the Digital Bharat Nidhi.

(3) The Administrator may, by order in writing, designate any officer of the Central Government not below the
rank of Joint Secretary to the Government of India, for the efficient administration of these rules.

4. Funding from Digital Bharat Nidhi. — (1) Funding from the Digital Bharat Nidhi shall be provided to
Implementers to implement schemes and projects for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the Digital Bharat
Nidhi as specified under section 25 of the Act.

(2) Funds, in terms of a percentage of annual collection under the Digital Bharat Nidhi, as the Administrator
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify, shall be utilised for achieving the objectives specified under
clause (b) of the section 25 of the Act.

(3) The modalities for funding provided from the Digital Bharat Nidhi for schemes and projects, may be
determined by the Administrator on a case-to-case basis, including but not limited to full funding, partial funding, co-
funding, market risk mitigation or risk capital.

(4) The Digital Bharat Nidhi shall fund schemes and projects for providing targeted access to
telecommunication services for underserved groups of the society, such as, women, persons with disabilities and
economically and socially weaker sections.

(5) The funds shall be released to the Implementers in such manner, at such intervals and subject to such
conditions, as may be specified in the agreement.

5. Criteria for undertaking schemes and projects under Digital Bharat Nidhi.— The schemes and projects
for the purposes of achieving the objectives of the Digital Bharat Nidhi, shall meet one or more of the following
criteria, namely:—

(&) to provision telecommunication services, including mobile and broadband services and
telecommunication equipment required for delivery of telecommunication services, and enhancing telecom
security in underserved rural, remote and urban areas;
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(b) to create telecommunication network for provisioning of telecommunications services, including
mobile and broadband services, in underserved rural, remote and urban areas;

(c) to introduce next generation telecommunication technologies in underserved rural, remote and
urban areas;

(d) to provide or improve access to advanced telecommunication services in underserved rural, remote
and urban areas;

(e) to improve affordability of telecommunication services in underserved rural, remote and urban
areas;

(f) to promote innovation, research and development, promotion and commercialisation of
indigenous technology development and associated intellectual property including creation of regulatory
sandboxes, where necessary;

(g) to develop and establish relevant standards to meet national requirements and their standardisation in
international standardisation bodies;

(h) to encourage start-ups in telecommunications sector;

(i) to create bridge between the academia, research institutes, start-ups and industry for capacity
building and development of telecom ecosystem;

(j) to create new technological solutions and deploy new technologies for improving access
to telecommunications services;

(k) to promote sustainable and green technologies in telecommunications sector;

() to establish or fund any person to promote telecommunications growth, telecommunications research
and development, standards, start-ups and telecom manufacturing facilities towards Atmanirbhar Bharat;

(m) such other criteria as may be determined by the Administrator as deemed necessary to meet the
objectives of the Act.

6. Sharing of telecommunication networks established under Digital Bharat Nidhi.— Any Implementer,
receiving funding from the Digital Bharat Nidhi for establishing, operating, maintaining or expanding a
telecommunication network, shall share and make available such telecommunication network and telecommunication
services, being delivered using the telecommunication networks on an open and non-discriminatory basis, and in
accordance with the instructions issued by the Administrator from time to time in this behalf.

7. Selection process of Implementer. — (1) The process for selection of Implementers for the purposes of
achieving the objectives of the Digital Bharat Nidhi, shall be in accordance with Table-A:

Table-A

S. No. Area of funding Process of selection

1. Promote and support Telecommunication Selection by bidding
services for promoting access to and
delivery of established telecommunication
services in underserved rural, remote and
urban areas, including  consultancy
assistance and advisory support

2. Promote and support Research and Selection by application
development of new or emerging
telecommunication technologies or
products or services through, but not
limited to, research projects and pilots, co-
funding, viability gap funding, and risk
capital upto to commercialisation.
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Explanation.— For the purposes of this regulation, “selection by application” means the process of selecting an
Implementer through a call for proposal or expression of interest, on the basis of technical parameters.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (1), the Administrator may, for reasons to be recorded in
writing, to address any special circumstances and with the approval of the Central Goverment, select an Implementer by nomination
for the execution of projects and schemes in furtherance of the objectives of Digital Bharat Nidhi .

[F. No. DoT/UBB/2024-1/TelecomAct2023-Rules]
DEVENDRA KUMAR RAL, Jt. Secy.
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