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AR HATAT
(FEEAT farwm)
SAfergET
e fawelt, 4 =TS, 2024

ar.#.. 365(31).— FealT TLHT HATT ATe=aT 2023 (2023 FT 44) FT &7 56 Hi ITLTT
(2) F @ (x) & AT T>T &TRT 26 FRT T RN T TART Fd g0 HATorad Taiar Ha9 a1 &7
TEATE FIAT 8, T T TAZTT 98 TATIAT g arer I FHT SR il AR o for Jerrfora it ST
g ST Tagnr Arted AT Smar g & avwrt ToT § TR 36 ATEEAT 6 TadT STar w IqAs
F Sl A & o9 [ T Tater G018 g o TATT 3<h "aral =aAt 9% fF=m T s ;

7% FE Araf=y o7 AT, T AT IH G G (TTEAN), TEAN @GR, 697 §99, qwd
LRI, HATC 94, 20, A90TF e, 75 f&oeti-110001 FT ST ST FhaT g

*E LRI G I FEIGT ST & gae § foheft o1 =3f~6 & S srafer i qarfa § 95 9
Aot AT gATE 9 = BT s

4011 G1/2024 1)
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1. "ferg sfid, TRW 3} AT RET-
(1) == FF=at &1 A e (RfSee e [fe) R, 2024 grm
(2) T TISTIS § 3ok THTA T JTE T TIT i |

(3) T A= AT s e, 1951 % fFem 523 & A 527 &1 Afeshwor 33T, q¥eq UHY
ATl GHTTH AT [T 9% 39 FFA0 % qgd HisaT AGeqTell Al [aeai Ua ot 7 d=99 qgl
FA|

2. qiwTeTd.-
(1) = et ®, st ek o6 "asd & sreram sruterg 7 gn-

(%) “STrERE 7 e Afaaaw, 2023 (2023 F7 44) AF9H09T B;

(@) “TATHF” T STHUA & AT F o0 Feg TETE ZTT FRIh S0 &7 Tamee T 8;

(1) “FC T TATHF AT STATUA F U IT JAF FIATeaIThdl o6 o9 STaUT F I29FT I ITH
FLA F IZ9T | TTSATA T afRFrTT3 1 Frarfeaa #3 & foro forar wam w@feeras s
Ffa g;

(%) "HATAG" AT SAAGTAAT o ST I AR TEATAT oF HTETH & SIHTUA HrITeaaehd] T
FAT FLA hl U THAT &

() "R T et F AqE BREr ST AT9E TEG T T AT Fwh aierdt T weh
FEGAT SAT/AT HATSAT T @G AT HAT o6 HEATEA o (1T ST HIATTAATHRAT HT TAT HLA 0l

T ST E;
(@) w7 = AfFFaw i arer 24 i 37T (1) F Fqa e Rves awa [
AT T,
() "Sreu FATeaa=ar & U =in Sres qre JereE 7 A qurar T g 9 §; 6w
(ST) "STA" F ATAAH FT g 25 F FAq @ (F) ¥ () H Iearaq wrg € AT 99 3797
e 2
(2) S = et § T oreR A 0T # s e afverie a8 ¥, feg 3w wfafew § afrafie 2
I At o1 g, ST srferfeere 7 €)
3. JerTEe $t et K w1

(1) STEUA F IZ9F FT ITH FA & forw gormas Faw 7(1) ¥ Faifa et o a7 9 st &

ATAET ATHAT FEA hT THRAT F ATeAw F A7 2w 7(2) # Feaiia qama i aiwar & AJreaw ¥
ST FATTAITRATAL HT FAT FHT

(2) TerTee o uTe Aeferferd erfxeat siw 1 g -
(F) et ud ordi g areft aRTe S T, AeEET F I8, Tr=dT e i UHT aret &

AT § STETUA FEATEITHATA F 799 % [0 oo ATHEE dITL HLAT|

(@) TTEIUT FATAITRATAT 6 FAT 6 [0 ATAGT HIAT FLA ST IART AR HLA & (o7
AT AIHEE T TTHAT T FHAT;
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(M) ST FATAITRATAT o T FLL FHLAT;

() =TET FT IS FAT TAT S0 F S0 Feaq=6dl i [Hier G weT;

(F) THATT H AT TS AGEAT F ATETE TLAEAAT, TLIEIH, FAg AT “ATAF FHIAATET 6 TTETH o
HEIRGEIRIEREER IR R E LI AR AR e T 1

(@) Tt dfrae oo it oSt afgd Gt aaw [ & A § ST fEteaaTsar g
TR0 T T Y AT, qedieh AT FATIH AT,

(B) TTEIUA FITAITHAT FIT TATT T AT AT TET /0 ST AT TTEAT Tigd SHATst oY
Fferat 1 ARy wa;

() ThHT ST TS it AT, AT, sreer yaee, wearaty qear, geray, AT,
FAITIoT, Gt THTE A 3T TH€H & 3297 § THARTAT, HATZHIT AT THS digd
FHTTHDT ol I FAT;

(=) o ¥ et [t & B oReatet 1 gataa Reags v a7 @R w5,

() STUA F I9T T ITH FLA o [T TTIAS AT FIAT;

() ST FATFAAAHRATA 3T T AU Al HATT TG Fd, H9ah, AT o vt
T IALTSHF I % (o0 U =fSed T aamr,; i

() FE AT GIRT S0 o 3297 &l ITH FLd F TATSTT F 1T T qTF UH 7T FTd HLAT|

(3) werTEe = FRIHT F T & forw forfua siraer g #iw 9wt & forelt off stfersrrdy &1 a1ia &%
qHAT 2l

4. R e wra Ffa & faaor-

(1) srtarf@aw 7 g (25) F dgq Ay STEua & I2eAT FT ITH F F T F Shial Y
gRESET T FrETcad FA % o SEue FEtraaaEare i Seod 7 e e G
ST

(2) U F T ATMUF T F Tiaad & &9 § ezt w1 370, sy & afegf=a & @ g,
FfAfa=y 1 &7 (25) F ST-GT (@) F Tgd A\ 3297 I JITH H & oIy fFFam Srom|

(3) ThHT ST gl & o Sreua & Tacq Aaroor i T@T TomaE g1 JTH & AT 9%
Ratha it ST "=t g, S| of B, sifee B, gg-Eaam, e e ow e,
ST OIS ¢, U3 Sval a@ HI9d dgi gl

(4) AT TATST F ATAT F FH HAT T AU A9 AigaATed, fGeair AREAT 7 afdw &
AT B F FHHST a1 6 (0 e e qaT0 T Hid 6 (7T ShiAl T TSt
1 fAfer Sueresr weTUAm|

(5) ST Fratraaahare # F [T st 7 oat & sware ux [feat s $iv srust
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5. ST F q8q ShiHT T TRATSATS HT LE FLA o T AGE —

U F ITLAT T ITH F2A F TATSIT F ThIHT S qRIrSETen % A1e9w ¥ Auferfag gt § 9
T IT STTEF &l T AT ST -

()

C))

()

(®)

HETEA oY dlede HaTell Ofgd qLaA qarel &7 agT i JUaT § 7 947 979
TTHIOT, TIET AT ML &A1 H TIEATE HAT3H sl TR & o7 sfaese gea=mr ST
3 EHATT qLAT FT TEET;

FUAT | FH AT T ITHIO, TET ST AT &A1 # HERA ¥ Jcde qarsl aed
TIEAT HATAT & TTHLTH 6 (T ZLHATL A2 HT ol

FULAT F FH FAT ITH YTHIT, TLET T AT &A1 | e AT qLEATE SRt
SEHAT;

TUEAT F FH AT ITH AT, T ST AZLT &30 § I9q EAR qATeAl a6 Tgd T&
FHIAT AT LT AT,

STUEAT & FHF FAT ST AT, TIE 37T LT &1 § TLHATE HAT3Al il agA a1 § T,
TATAT, AT T A, dad o waaeft Srenfeh @Fw =i d9g Sifes q9ar F
TAHTH R Tl FETAT & & AT f STl W1 SA9TF gl AT Heaiad H7 goid;

HATET AR AT § T AFLTHATAT ST Ik ATARIHIT I T FleA o [T
TE I HTART T [SeRied ST ST d LT,

LA &7 H TETETT T TTAT R FAT,

TEAT SaI-T8Feq & gHar A o G & o feratagt, s §eamEt, ©re-a7
3T T o 1= AL T FH FLAT;

TIEATT HATA 6 ATHTH | AT 6 o7 T Tl Feg9r GIord FHAv ST 72 qohet 101
T AT FLAT;

HATT & | feafhrs ol g SRRl &l F@rar a1, 7

AHAAT R & forw rE=r o, A AqEd i AaH, @y i aar
FFECAT AT FT TZT G U ATFT 1 AT w2 39 e suerser Fem

SATTHAH o I Tl T HLA o (70 TTEF T FHeiid U o= aeqa arae|

6. ST F qgq ST THAR AaT HT ATHATHLI

AT qedeh i T, HaTa, T@Erd a1 Fedqe & o S & [fer am w2 amar #

AT STATUA FATFaITHdl UH FLHATT dedeh T 38 LA dea H STAN Fideh S 9 HEATR
HATY J&TH FT ST Tl § 98 TATHF FIT T80T 0T 9T AT e F Aqame et & f&e
TTATH o FTAT FT 3T ITAH FLTUT
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7. ST FrgTFaghal i Ia9 TiHar —

(1) U F IZ9FT FT ITT F24 F TAIAT & (0 U FATTaITTRaTAl F =TI Fi7 TRAT
qTIIHT-F o SATHTT FIIT:
qTorshT-

F.9. IEEICME k) ———

1. AT F FA FAT I AT, TR A a2 A § ElIIER
TLEAT HATSAT T TgF T TEAAT T FETaT & & o
TLEAT AT AT FEET 9T T IAHT qHIT FHLAT
e TomeT TAT FATEHRIT FrIar |t i 2

2. FTEAT  qRENET  #i qraee,  ge-fed, CIEER]
sHagAAT e faaarr s arferSasr F oo
ST 9ot a9 ST T @ gu 7 qreaw ¥ 9% i
SAEET g TEER AR /IOE/AaTst
ATHAT AR w1 FrEr A7 AT A qHAT
FEATI

(2) 3u-f=w (1) ® Sfcafaa B a1 & arasE, vomas, g €9 7 &5 7 S e e+ o,
et farore afifRerfaart v daifera wea F forw, S F et v omr ggm § aRFrsETst s what &
feaTEs % forT ATHTRT gTT SETUT FA e dahdT FT 999 FT Gl 2|

[T, . ST/ E1/2024-1/578=T stterf=as 2023-aH]

TR FHTL T, GIad 19

MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION
(Department of Telecommunication)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 4th July, 2024

G.S. R. 365(E).— The following draft rules, which the Central Government proposes to make in exercise of
the powers conferred by section 26 read with clause (x) of sub-section (2) of section 56 of the Telecommunications Act
2023 (44 of 2023) are hereby published for the information of all persons likely to be affected thereby and notice is
hereby given that the said draft rules shall be taken into consideration after the expiry of a period of thirty days from the
date on which copies of this notification as published in the Official Gazette, are made available to the public;

Objections or suggestions, if any, may be addressed to the Joint Secretary (Telecom), Department of
Telecommunication, Ministry of Communication, Government of India, Sanchar Bhawan, 20, Ashoka Road, New
Delhi-110 001,
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The objection or suggestion which may be received from any person with respect to the said draft rules before
the expiry of the aforesaid period shall be taken into consideration by the Central Government.

1. Short title, commencement and savings. —
(1) These rules may be called the Telecommunications (Digital Bharat Nidhi) Rules, 2024.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

(3) These rules shall be in supersession of rules 523 to rule 527 of the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951, but shall
not override the terms and conditions of existing arrangements under those rules till the date of expiry of such

arrangement.
2. Definitions. —
(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires:-

(@ “Act” means The Telecommunications Act, 2023 (44 of 2023);

(b) “administrator” means the administrator of the DBN appointed by the Central Government for the
administration of the DBN;

(c) “agreement” means a contractual agreement made between the administrator, and one or more DBN
implementer to implement schemes and projects for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the
DBN;

(d) “application” is a process of selecting a DBN implementer through a call for proposals on the basis of
technical feasibility;

(e) “bidding” is a means of selecting a DBN implementer for procurement of goods and or services or
execution of works by obtaining bids by following any of the standard methods as per guidelines in
vogue;

(f) " DBN" means the Digital Bharat Nidhi established under sub-section (1) of section 24 of the Act;

(9) “DBN implementer" means any person with whom the administrator has entered into an agreement;

and
(h) “objective" means any or all of the objectives mentioned in the clause (a) to (d) under section 25 of the
Act.
2 The words and expressions used in these rules and not defined herein but defined in the Act shall have the

meanings as assigned to them in the Act.
3. Powers and Functions of the administrator

(1) To achieve the objective of the DBN, the administrator shall select DBN implementers through the process
of bidding or inviting applications from eligible persons as set forth in Rule 7 (1), or through the process of
nomination as set forth in Rule 7(2).

(2) The administrator shall have the following powers and functions: -

(@ formulating the procedures for bidding, including its terms and conditions, format of application,
eligibility criteria and evaluation criteria for selection of DBN implementers pursuant to such bidding.;

(b) formulating eligibility criteria and procedure for inviting and evaluating applications for selection of
DBN implementers;

(c) enter into agreement with DBN implementers;
(d) settling claims and disburse funds from the DBN to the DBN implementer;

(e) settle disputes with DBN implementer through mediation, arbitration, conciliation or judicial
proceeding as may be provided for in the agreement;

(f)  monitoring, evaluating or verifying the work done by the DBN implementer, through any competent
body including any third-party agencies;

(g) specifying procedures and records, along with formats, to be maintained and furnished by DBN
implementer;

(h) engaging person(s) including consultant(s), advisor(s) or an entity for the purpose of planning,
formulation, contract management, midterm review, verification, monitoring, financing, evaluation,
impact assessment and management of schemes and projects;
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(i) specifying terms and conditions relating to the assets created from the funds disbursed from the DBN;
(1) undertaking pilot study, pursuant to achieving the objective of the DBN;

(k) creating a digital portal to enable DBN implementers and other stakeholders to provide services,
facilitate interaction, reporting and monitoring of schemes and projects; and

(I)  performing such other functions as may be assigned by the Central Government for the purposes of
achieving objective of the DBN.

3) The Administrator may, by order in writing, designate any officer of the Central Government, for the
administration of these Rules.

4. Funding from the Digital Bharat Nidhi. —

(1) Funding from the DBN shall be provided to DBN implementers to implement schemes and projects for the
purpose of achieving the objectives of the DBN as specified under section (25) of the Act.

(2) Funds, in terms of a percentage of annual collection under the DBN, as natified, shall be utilized for
achieving the objective specified under sub-clause (b) of the section (25) of the Act.

(3) Modalities for funding provided from the DBN for schemes and projects, may be determined by the
administrator on a case to case basis, including but not limited to full funding, partial funding, co-funding,
market risk mitigation, risk capital.

(4) DBN shall fund schemes and projects for providing targeted access to telecommunication services for
underserved groups of the society such as women, persons with disabilities and economically and socially
weaker sections.

(5) Funds shall be released to the DBN implementers in a manner, at such intervals and conditions, as may be
specified in the agreement.

5. Criteria for undertaking schemes and projects under the DBN. —

The schemes and projects for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the DBN, shall meet one or more of the
following criteria: -

(@) provisioning of telecommunication services, including mobile and broadband services, and
telecommunication equipment required for delivery of telecommunication services and enhance
telecom security in underserved rural, remote and urban areas;

(b) creation of telecommunication network for provisioning of telecommunications services, including
mobile and broadband services, in underserved rural, remote and urban areas;

(c) introduction of next generation telecommunication technologies in underserved rural, remote and
urban areas;

(d) providing or improving access to advanced telecommunication services in underserved rural, remote
and urban areas;

(e) improve affordability of telecommunication services in underserved rural, remote and urban areas;

(f)  promote innovation, research & development, promotion and commercialization of indigenous
technology development and associated intellectual property, including creation of regulatory
sandboxes where necessary;

(g) develop and establish relevant standards to meet national requirements and their standardization in
international standardization bodies;

(h) encourage Start-ups in the telecommunications sector;

(i) create bridge between the academia, research institutes, start-ups, and industry for capacity building
and development of the telecom ecosystem;

(j) create new technological solutions and deploy new technologies for improving access to
telecommunications services;

(k) promote sustainable and green technologies in telecommunications sector; and

()  establish and fund a person to promote telecommunications growth, telecommunications R&D,
standards, Start-ups and telecom manufacturing facilities towards Atmanirbhar Bharat

(m) such other criteria as determined by the administrator as necessary to meet the objectives of the Act.
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6. Sharing of Telecommunication networks established under the DBN.

Any DBN implementer receiving funding from the DBN for establishing, operating, maintaining, or expanding a
telecommunication network shall share and make available such telecommunication network, and telecommunication
services being delivered using such telecommunication networks on an open and non-discriminatory basis, and in

accordance with the instructions issued from time to time by the administrator.

7. Selection process of DBN implementer. —

(1)

shall be in accordance with Table-A:

Table-A

The process for selection of DBN implementers for the purposes of achieving the objectives of the DBN,

S. No.

Area of funding

Selection Process

Promote and support Telecommunication services for
promoting access to and delivery of established
telecommunication services in underserved rural, remote and
urban areas, including consultancy assistance and advisory
support

Bidding

Promote and support Research and development of new or
emerging telecommunication technologies/products/services
through, but not limited to, research projects and pilots, co-
funding, viability gap funding, and risk capital upto to
commercialisation.

Application

()

Notwithstanding anything stated in sub-rule(1), the administrator may, for reasons to be recorded in writing,

to address any special circumstances, selecta DBN implementer by nomination for the execution of projects and schemes in
furtherance of the objectives of the DBN.

[F. No. DoT/UBB/2024-1/TelecomAct2023-Rules]

DEVENDRA KUMAR RAl, Jt. Secy.
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